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Sir Chimanlal: Your scheme involves the determination of truth
by people of high moral and intellectual equipment, and a large
number of people may follow them blindly being themselves unable
to arrive at similar conclusions by reason of their lower intellectual
equipment.
Gandhi: I would exact from them nothing more than I would
expect from an ordinary being.
Sir Chimanlal: You said you do not consider yourself a perfect
satyagrahi yet. The large mass of people are then even less so.
Gandhi: No. I do not consider myself as an extraordinary man.
There may be people more capable of determining truth than myself.
Forty thousand Indians in South Africa, totally uncultured, came
to the conclusion that they could be satyagrahis, and if I could
take you through those thrilling scenes in the Transvaal you will
be surprised to hear what restraint your countrymen in South
Africa exhibited.
Sir Ghimanlal: But they were all unanimous.
Gandhi: I have more solidity of opinion here than in Africa.
Sir Ghimanlal: But there you had a clear-cut issue, not here.
Gandhi: Here, too, we have a clear-cut issue, the Rowlatt Act.
Sir Ghimanlal: Does not suffering and going on suffering require
extraordinary self-control?
Gandhi: No. No extraordinary self-control is required. Every
mother suflfers. Your countrymen, I submit, have got such a control
and they have exhibited that in a very large measure.
From Ahmedabad Gandhi proceeded to Delhi in connection with
the EJlilafat question, over which the minds of the Indian Muslims
were very much agitated. In the peace terms there were proposals
curtailing the temporal powers of the Caliph, who was the Sultan of
Turkey. Muslims considered this as against their religion and as a
breach of promise on the part of the British Government.
Around Gandhi new forces were gathering. The Ulema felt that
the Muslim divines of India whose collective power and influence
had been shattered after the Revolt of 1857 should again come
together. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad entered the field, with his
profound learning, his matchless powers of eloquence and persuasion
and his modern outlook He had been released from internment
about that time. More than any other Muslim leader, though he
was the youngest of them all, he was a tower of strength to Gandhi,